Experimental Section
NMR spectra were recorded using a BRUKER Avance II 400 spectrometer ( The solid-state 31 P NMR spectra were recorded at 298 K using a Bruker AMX300 or a 400 MHz Bruker Avance III spectrometer at B 0 0f 7.05 T or 9.4 T corresponding to the 31 P Larmor frequency of 121.5 or 161.9 MHz. The experiments were carried out using Bruker 4 mm (outside diameter) zirconia rotors with a MAS rate of 14 and 10 KHz. The pulse sequence used was cross-polarisation magic-angle spinning (CP-MAS); the spectra were referenced to NaH 2 PO 4 . The MALDI TOF mass spectrum was obtained on a Bruker
Autoflex II MALDI-Tof/Tof with Smartbeam laser system using trans-2- [3-(4-tert- The crystallographic data for 2a, 2b and 3 were obtained by using a Bruker-Nonius Kappa CCD diffractometer. All data were collected with graphite-monochromated Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) and corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects. The crystal structures were solved by using direct methods 1 and expanded using Fourier techniques.
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Fig S1.
31 P CP-MAS NMR (7.05 T) of 2a recorded at a MAS rate of 10.0 kHz 
